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Overview 
Your Google Spreadsheets contain large amounts of data, but how much sense does all of it make? Are you able 
to get insights from your exhaustive spreadsheets? Can the spreadsheets bolster your decision-making abilities?  
Panorama's pivot table functionality for Google Spreadsheets can help you analyze your spreadsheet data and 
provide insights that will help you answer such questions. 
 
In just a few steps, any user can find out, for example, the best-selling region, the best-selling sales manager, and 
which store is the most profitable. Ask questions and get the answers. 
 
With Panoramaôs pivot table functionality for Google Spreadsheets, you can interact with data and look at it in 
various ways in a simple drag and drop environment.   
 
In our simple tutorial, you will learn how to use Panoramaôs pivot tables for Google Spreadsheets in order to ask 
interesting questions and get the answers in seconds.  
 
 

Using Panoramaõs Pivot Table Functionality  for 
Google Spreadsheets 
Like so many others, you too probably maintain huge spreadsheets with thousands of rows and columns of data. 
Such spreadsheets could, for example, lay out all the data about a product and its respective sales volume by 
geographic location. The challenge rises when you want to start using this data in meaningful ways; in ways that 
will help you transform it into smart insights. How can you know which product is your best seller? How can you 
know which location sold the most of specific products? Panoramaôs pivot table functionality for Google 
Spreadsheets provides the answers, transforming raw data into meaningful insights. 
 
 

Step 1: Understanding Your Spreadsheet and Getting Ready for 
Pivoting  
The first step in creating your pivot table is to ensure that your spreadsheet is properly structured.  When creating a 
pivot table, each column of your spreadsheet will become a slicer that can be used interactively in the pivot table.  
 
The names of the slicers that will form in the pivot table will come from the column titles in your source data. Be 
sure that you have a name for each column across the first row of the spreadsheet in the source data. 
 



 

 
 

 
In the figure above, the column titles "Search Engine", "Keyword", etc. will become slicer names.  When the pivot 
table will be created, you will know that the "Search Engine" slicer represents the "Search Engine" data from the 
spreadsheet. 
 
The underlying rows, below the headings, should contain similar types of data in their respective columns. For 
example, one column could have data in the form of text, another in the form of numbers and yet another in the 
form of dates. In other words, each column should contain the same type of data, not a mix of, for example, dates, 
numerical amounts and text. 
 
Also, for best results, make sure that there are no empty columns or rows in your spreadsheet. 
 
There are two types of columns in a spreadsheet: Data Columns and Descriptive Columns. An example of a 
Data Column would be one that contains quantifiable values such as the number of items sold for a specific 
product.  An example of a Descriptive Column is one that would list the names of countries or sales agents. 
 
Panoramaôs pivot table functionality for Google Spreadsheets provides advanced abilities that enable you to create 
relationships between descriptive columns for more advanced analytics. Such relationships are called 
Aggregations. For example, correlating a "City" column under the "Country" column is called an aggregation. This 
will help you perform more granular and advanced analysis of your data once your pivot table has been created.  
 
Make sure you identify all the columns you want to aggregate before you start creating your pivot table.  
 



 

To summarize, an ideal spreadsheet to base your pivot table on would account for the following: 
 

1. Have meaningful titles for columns. 
2. Contain no empty rows and/or columns in the range that you intend to use for the pivot table. 
3. Hold textual and numerical fields in each row. 
4. Ensure that each column contains only one type of data (textual or numerical). 

 
 

Step 2: Running the Pivot Table Wizard 
 
Now that your spreadsheet is ready to go, click the Insert button on the toolbar of your Google Spreadsheet and 
choose Gadget. Once the gadget window pops up, add the Panorama Pivot Table for Google Spreadsheets 
gadget and carry out the following steps: 
 

1.  Once the new gadget is initiated, specify the range of data you would like to include in your pivot table. 
You can do this by typing the range manually or by selecting the range with your mouse prior to 
inserting the gadget. The range should include the header row. 

 
2. In the Create Pivot Table pull-down menu, choose between creating the pivot table Automatically 

(recommended) or Manually.  The following section will explain, in more detail, how to use the manual 
mode.  In automatic mode, the pivot table will use its own algorithms to understand the spreadsheet 
and then recommend the best initial pivot table view.  In Manual mode, you will be asked to give more 
information about whether a column contains data or a descriptor. In both modes, you will be able to 
edit the results later by choosing the Advanced Mode option from within the pivot table gadget. 
 

 
 

3. Select Save & Close (recommended) to go to launch the pivot table. 

 

 



 

Step 3: Choosing Manual Mode (instead of Automatic Mode)  
If you choose Manual Mode, the next screen will ask you for more information to help the gadget understand your 
spreadsheet for optimal pivoting results.  
 

1. For each field, specify whether it is a Data Column (a column with numeric value) or not. Remember, a 
Data Column is a column that contains "measures" or data that is measurable and quantifiable, such 
as amount of units, revenue, grade, number of hits, etc. 

 
The wizard will automatically check all the columns that contain numbers, and leave unchecked those 
that contain numbers but might be descriptors, such as Social Security Number or Product SKU 
Number.  

 

 



 

 
2. Select Next to proceed. During the next step, you will need to set up Aggregations and the initial pivot 

table view. 
 

 
 
3. Aggregations, as mentioned above, enable you to create relationships between multiple columns in a 

spreadsheet. For example, "Cities" should fall under "Countries",  "Months" should fall under "Years", 
or, in the example above, ñCommon Nameò and ñRegionò. Defining aggregations will give you more 
analytical power. 

  

To create an aggregation, click on the aggregation button ( ) above the Fields section. The 
aggregation dialog will show. 

 


